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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


June  6,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No,  82^!- 

This  afternoon  our  scientists  came  out  with  what  may  prove  the  hest  clue  yet 
as  to  why  insects  seem  to  develop  resistance  tc  insecticides.    If  later  research 
backs  up  the  preliminary  findings^  it  may  mean  a  whole  new  approach  to  insect 
control. 

L^sterious  Case  of  Mighty  Mites 

These  USDA  researchers  fciund  indications  that  spider  mites  attacking  pole 
lima  beans  were  easy  to  kill  when  the  plants  were  well-fed.    They  found  mites 
harder  to  kill  when  the  crop  plants  get  either  more  or  less  than  the  proper 
amounts  of  nitrogen,,  phosphorus  and  pctassim  for  good  groxrth.    They  think  this 
may  mean  that  instead  of  developing  resistance  -  it  is  the  other  way  aromd.  The 
changes  in  the  amc\mt  of  food,  the  plants  get,  malce  the  insects  mere  or  less 
susceptible  to  the  insect-killers.    This  sTJggests  there  may  be  advantage  in  timing 
insect  control  practices  according  to  seasonal  variations  of  food  in  plants.  The 
investigators  also  aim  to  get  some  light  on  the  possible  effects  vai^iations  of 
plant  gro^-rth,  caused  by  changes  in  light  and  temperature,  may  have  on  the 
susceptibility  of  insects  to  insecticides. 

Soil  Banking  on  Big-  Scale 

Our  adders-up  say  farmers  have  now  put  more  than  27^  million  acres  of  crop- 
land in  the  Soil  Bank  for  '58.    They  already  had  G.k-  million  acres  in  the 
Conservation  Deserve  from  the  '56  and  '57  programs.    They've  put  over  k  million 
more  acres  of  general  cropland  in  the  Conservation  reserve  this  year,  and  over 

17.1  million  "allotment"  acres  of  basic  crops  in  the  Acreage  Reserve  -  making 

21.2  million  acres  put  in  the  Soil  Bank  this  year.     On  the  17. 1  million  '58 
Acreage  Reserve  acres  they  stand  to  get  as  much  as  $596.3  million.     Of  course^  the 
exact  figures  will  not  be  known  until  after  the  coinpliance  with  the  program  has 
been  determined  and  the  final  payments  made. 

Dairy  Exports  Face  Do^m  Trend 

World  supplies  of  milk  and  dairy  products  are  increasing  faster  than  world 
demand.     So,  our  FAS  specialists  tell  us,  commercial  e:cports  of  U.  S.  Dairy 
products  will  meet  stiff  competition  this  year.    The  three  U.  S.  dairy  products 
hardest  to  sell  abroad  this  year  will  be  butter,  cheese,  and  evaporated  milic. 
Dry  milk  will  face  difficulties.     Corapai-atively  high  U.  S.  prices  for  evaporated 
and  dry  whole  miHt  will  enable  competing  countries  to  sell  in  traditional  U.  S. 
markets  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  the  Phi.llppines.    Although  many  people  in 
the  world  don't  get  enough  dairy  products  in  their  diet,  they  are  econoraicalljr 
unable  to  acquire  more . 
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Uevr  Record  Year  for  Milk  Output 

For  the  sixth  year  in  a  rov^  miUc  output  in  the  U.S.  promises  to  set  a 
new  record  this  year.    As  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  at  the  "beginning  of  this 
■week,  that's  true  in  spite  of  fewer  cows  in  the  country.     Steady  technical  im- 
provements and  efficient  management  by  dairy  farmers  have  helped  increase  milk 
production  per  cow.    We  have  alreadj'-  sent  some  of  you  the  Secretary's  statement 
on  tape.  .  .  .Incidentally,  Lewis  Rock,  Jr.,  who  succeeded  Bob  McMillen  as  new 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  for  special  assignments,  was  very  helpful  to  us  in 
getting  that  kick-off  for  Jime  Dairy  Month.    Captain  Rock  was  a  specialist  in 
public  relations  with  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  for  three  years.    He  has  also  had 
experience  as  a  reporter  in  New  Hampshire,  a  city  editor  in  Daj^on,  Ohio,  and  a 
copy  editor  for  the  "Evening  Star"  right  here  in  Washington  .  .  .  .¥.  Va.  Ass't 
Ext.  Ed.  Foster  MullenaX;  tells  us  Ext.  Agent  John  Flanagan  and  WMR,  Beckley, 
have  arranged  a  new  daily  noontime  farm  radio  program  starting  this  week.  When 
the  Rural  Development  Program  got  londer  way  in  the  Raleigh,  Fayette,  Summers 
Counties  area,  served  by  Beckley,  all  the  agencies  taking  part  joined  in  develop- 
ing a  daily  farm  program  on  WJLS,  Beciaey. 

'Sixty  Census  Includes  Radio  Count 

After  stating  last  April  that  no  question  about  radio  o"tmership  would  be 
included  in  the  i960  census,  the  Census  Bujreau  announced  last  week  that  it  has 
re-examined  its  position  as  a  result  of  having  received  many  requests.     It  now 
plans  to  include  a  question  on  radio  in  order  to  provide  a  count  and  location  of 
radio  households.    That  practically  all  homes  have  radio  receivers  in  working 
condition  is  now  an  accepted  fact.    However,  multiplicity  of  sets,  location  of 
them,  etc.,  can  help  broadcasters  tailor  their  services  for  maximum  usefulness. 

Two  Cows  and  Prune  Picker-U-pper 

Two  co\rs  on  pasture  out  at  Beltsville  each  carry  special  meters  to  sample 
and  record  the  air  going  in  and  out  of  their  lungs.    The  scientists  who  attached 
this  and  other  equipment  to  the  cows,  aim  to  find  how  much  more  energy  a  cow 

needs  to  maintain  her  body  on  pasture  than  in  the  barn   and  out  in 

California,  U.S.  and  State  experimenters  have  invented  a  machine  to  cut  the  high 
cost  of  harvesting  prunes  for  drying.    Usually  prunes  are  not  picked  from  the 
trees  but  picked  up  by  hand  after  the  fruit  ripens  and  falls.    The  machine  looks 
something  like  a  self-propelled  -^-rringer  of  a  washing  machine.    Its  small  rollers 
are  heavily  padded  with  sponge  rubber,  and  can  harvest  a  20- inch  swath  to  pick 
up  about  1,000  pounds  of  prunes  an  hoiar.    It  does  the  work  of  four  hand  laborers. 
USDA  "vri.ll  apply  for  a  public -service  patent  on  the  principle  used  in  the  machine. 

Lucky  Wins  mth  Year  on  Air 

Fortunato  (Lucky)  Teho,  Ha\ra.ii  U.  Ext.,  this  week  completed  his  first  year 
with  a  radio  farm  show,  the  only  one  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on  Station  KGMB 
and  the  Hawaiian  Broadcasting  System.    The  going  was  tough  to  begin  with,  but 
Lucky 's  luck  held  and  built  up  quite  an  audience  in  the  process.  Congratulations, 
Lucky.'  .   .   .   .Bruce  Frazier,  Ag.  head  of  Howard  Coxmty  Junior  College,  Big 
Spring,  Tex. ,  in  August  is  leading  a  tour  of  young  and  older  foHcs  thru  Ireland, 
Scotland,  England,  Belgium  (including  the  World's  Fair  in  Brussels)  and  France. 
The  22-day  round  trip  will  also  include  visits  to  farms,  where  Bruce  plans  to 
make  16  moving  pictures  for  use  on  his  daily  farm  show  on  ICEDY-TV,  Big  Spring, 
and  other  material  for  his  radio  show  on  KBST. 
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June  Dairy  Month  in  Illinois 

Secretary  Benson  will  make  a  major  address  on  dairy  products  and  the  dairy 
situation  tomorrow  at  the  17th  Annual  Harvard  Milk  Day,  at  Harvard,  Illinois. 
He  will  discuss  the  past,  present,  and  future  problems  of  the  dairy  business 

 Ttie  boundless  energy  and  well-worm  cigar  of  Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago, 

were  in  to\m  this  week,  ^rlth  sone  other  WGN  officials  for  seme  hearings  before 
FCC  examiners.    Norm  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  help  "educate"  his 
associates  on  agricultural  matters.  .  .  He  hustled  back  in  time  for  the  big 
dairy  day  celebration  at  Harvard,  111.,  tomorrow. 

Getting  the  J\mp  on  the  Grasshop-pers 

Entomologists  report  grasshoppers  now  developing  the  most  serious  threat 
of  recent  years  in  Colorado,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas.  Secretary 
Benson  has  vrLred  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  in  the  five  States  that  the 
Federal  Government,  as  previously  agreed,  mil  bear  one-third  of  the  cost  of 
insecticide  treatments  needed  on  rangelands,  roadsides,  and  idle  land  to  halt 
further  movement  of  grasshoppers  to  cropland.    USDA  workers,  \rith  groimd  equip- 
ment for  spraying  aldrin  insecticide,  are  moving  into  infested  areas.     So  far, 
few  hoppers  have  reached  adult  stage,  but  young  grasshoppers  that  have  not  yet 
developed  irlngs  are  roigrating  to  cropland  and  already  causing  damage.     State  and 
USDA  pest-control  officials  saw  this  outbreak  coming  early  this  spring,  when  they 
got  the  first  repoii:s  from  the  annual  grasshopper  svxvey. 

Help  to  Tornado-Swept  Wisconsin 

The  Department  has  rushed  offers  of  fuJLl  aid  to  help  relieve  hunger  and  farm 
and  home  damage  from  the  tornado  which  hit  in  Wisconsin  Wednesday.    USDA  has 
surplus  stocks  of  butter,  cheese,  dry  milk,  rice,  cornraeal,  and  flour  stored 
for  use  of  schools  and  needy  in  that  State.     It  has  authorized  the  State 
distributing  agency  to  transfer  any  of  these  available  to  the  twister-hit  area, 
and  offered  to  ship  in  more  of  any  of  the  foods  needed.    Through  Farmers'  Home 
Administration  it  is  advising  farmers  of  credit  services  available.    They  include 
long-time  loans  for  repair  and  replacement  of  farm  buildings  at  low  interest. 
Also  credit  for  buying  feed,  seed,  fertilizer,  fencing,  and  for  financing  other 
farm  and  hone  operating  expenses  -  ■^^rith  repayment  geared  to  operator's  ability 
to  pay. 

Cultural  Exchange  -  a  Two-Way  Street 

This ^summer  and  early  fall,  USDA  will  send  six  agricultural  study  teams  to 
Russia  and  the  Soviets  -vri-ll  send  six  to  this  covmtry.    Next  year  three  more  teams 
from  each  country  will  be  exchanged.    The  ag.  economics  team  going  to  the  Soviet 
Union  Jxme  25  \-n.ll  be  the  first  USDA- sponsored  group  to  visit  Russian  farms, 
research  stations,  etc.  to  learn  about  farm  developments  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

President  Thanks  Rural  Development  Leadership:     In  a  statement  at  the  mite  House 
yesterday,  President  Eisenhower  declared  the  progress  of  the  Rural  Development 
Program  under  the  leadership  of  Dean  Harry  Reed,  as  most  encouraging.     He  said: 
he  wanted  all  those  who  will  be  participating  in  the  conference  in  Memphis  June 
l6th  and  17th  -  as  well  as  himdreds  of  other  citizens  giving  leadership  to  the 
program  -  to  kjiow  how  grateful  he  is  for  all  their  work  and  leadership.  "They 
especially  have  the  gratitude  of  farm  people  in  these  efforts  for  new  opportimiv 
ties  ahead  for  bigger  incomes  and  better  living." 
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Tjjuely  Topics  At/aiting  Your  Tapes 

63Q68       "June  Dairy  Month"  -  'Dairy  Record-Keeping  -  DHI  head.  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick, 
ARS,  tells  about  the  three  record- keeping  programs.         TBIE:  1:^6 

SkqjSQ       "Better  Forage  Crops  for  Southvest"  -  Dr.  Weal  Uright,  ARS,  Tucson,  Ariz, 
describes  the  most  promising  new  grasses,  TIME:  1:30 

65Q68       "Outlook  for  Eggs  and  Poultry"  -  Ed  Karpoff ,  Al©,  tells  Jack  Towers, 

RC£DV,  egg  price  prospects  and  outlook  for  pouJ.try  during  the  ne^t  few 
monthc.  TIME:  3*12 

\Tho  Listens  to  Radio? 

George  Stephens,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  reports  on  the  way  his  station  helped 
promote  its  celebration  of  1-lay  as  National  Radio  Month.     In  response  to  two  weeks 
of  short  announcements  on  regiolar  programs,  that  l62  radios  would  be  awarded  to 
persons  who  wote  cards  stating  the  time  and  date  they  heard  the  broadcast, 
George  says  his  farm  department  staff  received  27,552  cards.    Ee  feels  that  the 
farm  department  total  of  27,552  out  of  123,252  for  the  station  was  quite  good, 
in  view  of  the  fact  they  have  less  than  an  hour  of  farm  radio  programs  each  day. 
As  George  says,  this  would  indicate  that  there's  a  lot  of  interest  in  farm  radio. 

^-H  Clubbers  to"Focus  on  Future" 

Next  Saturday,  June  ik  about  200  award-winning  h-E  Club  members  will  ccme  here 
from  ^!-7  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico,  for  the  28th  National  ^-H  Club  Conference 
which  runs  Jiane  ik  to  20.    Workshop  sessions  of  the  meeting  in.ll  emphasize  the 
adjustments  of  youth  to  our  changing  times.    President  Eisenliower  will  receive  the 
group  at  the  IJhite  House;  and  throughout  the  week,  the  delegates  will  take  in 
educational  tours;  name  a  new  "Miss  Young  America  in  U-H";  and  have  as  their 
guests,  the  56  young  people  of  the  IFYE  program,  who  will  be  leaving  by  plane  and 
boat  on  June  I7  and  I8  for  Europe,  the  Middle  East,  and  Latin  America.  Foreign 
guests  will  include  seven  IFYE  youth  from  European  and  Latin  American  countries. 
This  is  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  and  a 
pageant  is  slated  to  mark  the  occasion.    Extension  folks  mil  be  on  hand  to  help 
radio  and.  TV  people  gather  information  and  arrange  interviews. 

Far-Casting  Plans  for  Farm  Programs  Ifeek  June  9-1^ 

"National  ^-H  Conference  in  Washington'^  U-H'ers  to  report  highlights,  and 
"Tree  Farming  Community  Experience"  \rith  Thomas  Brogan,  dist.  mgr.  American 
Forest  Products  Industries,  Inc.  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon,  June  1^1- 
over  NBC. 

"Agricxiltural  Research  in  West"  by  Howard  Hass,  ARS;  and  "Eastern  Ram  Show 
and  Sale  -  Staunton,  Va."  on  the  American  Farmer,  12:30  to  1,  Sat . ,  J\me  l^i- 
over  /aBN. 

"Crop  Reports  -  Barometer  of  Agriculture"  with  Sterling  (Bert)  Newell,  AMS, 
on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  June  ik. 

"U.  S.  Co-ops  in  Rice  Business"  sho^m  in  10  pix  USDA-TV  Package  June  10. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  -  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST.  Sat.,  June  1^. 

"American  Farm  Re'port_with  Richard  Harkness"  Evenings  Mon.  thru  Fri.  See 
your  local  listings. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  £;  Television  Service 


Office  of  Informotion-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Rodi'o  ond  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Fcrm  Broadcaster: 


Juiie  13.  I95S 
Letter  No.  825 


Tornorrov  the  k-ll  Club  delegates  start  their  "big  annual  Conference  here 
which  runs  to  this  time  next  week.    Next  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  high-level 
Rural  Development  Prograimners  meet  in  Memphis.    And  next  Friday,  June  20,  the 
Crop  Board  issues  the  semi-annual  pig  report,  while  wheat  growers  in  the  38 
commercial  wheat  States  will  he  voting  for  or  against  marketing  quotas  on  the 
'59  wheat  crop. 

Good  to  E::cellent  Crop  Prospects 

This  week  the  Crop  Board  reported  June  crop  conditions  mal^e  high  total 
crop  production  very  likely  this  year.    In  some  sections;  forage  crops  and 
pastures  had  setbacks ^  but  in  general  are  producing  \rcll,  keeping  farm  and 
range  livestock  thriving.    Fruits  are  sizing  well.    The  planting  season  for 
spring  crops  is  nearly  done  \ri. th  general  success.    This  year's  acreage  of  sumiuer 
vegetables  closely  matches  that  of  last  year^  but  melon  acreage  looks  about  an 
eighth  larger.    Spring  oats  and  barley  had  favorable  planting  in  most  Northern 
sections.    The  Board  figures  the  vnLnter  wheat  crop  may  reach  a  record  total,  \n.th 
over  one  billion  bushels  likely.    Yields  are  expected  to  average  a  record  high 
by  a  irlde  margin;,  bringing  the  crop  above  the  previous  record  crop  of  '52  which 
took  nearly  9  million  more  acres  to  grow.    These  specialists  admit,  however, 
there's  always  chance  for  a  lot  to  happen  between  planting  and  harvest.  One 
immediate  present  threat  is  those  ravenous  yomig  grasshoppers  moving  in  sizable 
sections  in  north  Texas  and  western  Oklahoma ^  western  Kansas  and  eastern  Colorado. 

Launch  Attack  /gainst  'Hoppers 

In  line  with  President  Eisenhower's  request  that  the  Department  help  the 
Western  States,  under  its  existing  authority^  to  control  the  'hopper  infestations 
the  Department  has  moved  25  ARS  pest-control  specialists  into  the  outbreak  area. 
They  are  to  assist  some  22  USDA  technicians  already  working  in  that  area  with 
State  officials.    USDA  is  also  shipping  in  high-velocity  mistblower  spray  equip- 
ment from  nearby  territory  to  supplement  State  and  county  equipment  in  killing 
grasshoppers  in  the  heavily  infested  territory.    Plans  are  imder  way  for 
contract  aircraft  to  treat  more  than  a  million  acres  -  mainly  rangeland  -  in 
Texas ;  Oklahoma,  and  Colorado^  under  co-op  Federal-State-rancher  agreements. 
In  addition,  small  aircraft  will  be  used  to  treat  roadsictes  and  idle  and  waste 
laiid  in  both  Colorado  and  Kansas.    USDA  has  enough  funds  available  to  pay  one- 
third  the  cost  of  the  needed  insecticide  treatments  oa  range ^  idle^  and  waste 
land.    Such  treatment  is  already  authorized  londer  previous  State-USDA  agreements. 
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Soil  Conservation  Slide  Rule 

Our  researchers  have  developed  vhat  they  call  a  "conservation  slide  rule". 
It  provides  a  quick^  reliable  way  of  estimating  soil  losses  right  in  the  field? 
In  the  hands  of  a  trained  technician;  who  knows  his  soils  and  climate  and  the 
erosion  allowance  for  each  soil,  this  slide  rule  can  give  him  the  information  he 
needs  to  select  the  comhination  of  cropping  system  and  conservation  practices  to 
most  economically  meet  the  needs  of  a  particular  farm.    The  present  slide-rule  is 
adapted  only  in  Kentucky,  l^innesota,  Iowa,  Missouri.  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  and  Michigan,  because  it  is  based  on  figures  gathered  in  those  States  in  the 
past  thirty  years.    As  more  data  becomes  available  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
it  too  will  be  adapted  to  this  rapid,  slide-rule  method  of  calculation,  and  slide- 
rules  will  be  worked  out  for  them  too. 

International  Travel  Section 

If  his  plane  from  Sydney  was  on  schedule,  John  Douglass,  chief  of  rural  broad- 
casts for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  probably  is  now  in  San  Francisco 
talking  shop  with  Henry  Schacht  of  KMBC.    John  has  been  here  a  couple  of  times 
before  for  NATRFD  meetings,  and  the  upcoming  Denver  conclave  is  the  prime  target  of 
this  trip.    Then  he'll  touch  some  other  bases  in  the  west,  the  midwest,  the  east 

and  Canada.    If  you  will  recall,  John  is  quite  a  base-toucher  Leave  it  to 

those  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas  boys  to  head  in  opposite  directions,  as  usual.  Doc 
Ruhraann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  left  Wednesday  with  25  of  his  neighbors  on  a  30-day  farm 
study  tour  of  Western  Europe  and  should  be  in  London  hobnobbing  with  our  BBC 
friends  about  now.    Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  is  on  his  annual  summer  migration 
with  over  a  hundred  listeners  this  time  to  Hawaii. 

I^ew  Forms  of  Concentrated  Milk 

Speaking  before  Washington  Food  Group  this  week.  Secretary  Benson  traced  the 
cooperation  of  farm,  industry,  and  government  in  a  search  for  more  efficiency, 
better  quality,  and  wider  markets  for  foods  and  fibers.    He  expressed  little  doubt 
that  nevr  forms  of  concentrated  whole  milk  soon  will  be  finding  their  place  on  re- 
tail shelves.    He  eijqpects  new  fruit  and  vegetable  powders  to  open  new  markets, 
and  he  predicted  improvements  in  processing  and  handling  of  frozen  foods  will  lead 
to  further  tremendous  expansion  in  the  frozen  food  industry.    He  reported  nonfat 
dry  milk,  unknown  to  most  American  homemakers  as  recently  as  ten  years  ago,  had 
sales  totaling  nearly  150,000,000  pounds  in  '56.    He  declared  we  have  developed  an 
excellent  whole-milk  powder  which,  with  water  added,  makes  milk  of  good  flavor. 
Now  we  are  trying  to  find  out  how  to  make  the  powder  keep  its  good  qualities  in 
storage  and  how  to  produce  it  more  economically.    The  Secretary  said  such  develop- 
ments should  go  a  long  way  toward  bringing  supply  and  demand  for  milk  into  balance. 

Meatier  Type  Hogs  By  Radio-TV  | 

George  Stephens,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  says  practically  all  the  winners  of  the 
meat-type-hog  contest  they  held  last  year,  in  cooperation  with  the  U.  of  Mo.  and 
Kansas  State  College,  have  even  better  entries  in  the  competition  this  year  .... 
Bob  Rees,  Ext.  Radio  Spec,  Va.  Poly.  Inst.,  Blacksburg,  hand-carried  us  a  tape  he 
made  at  the  Staunton  ram  sale.    One-time  ministerial  student,  insurance  salesman. 
Bob  now  services  about  60  Old  Dominion  stations  with  VPI  tapes  each  week,  plus 
some  kine  work  for  TV. 


i 
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Brucellosis  Free  Territory  Expandin;^ 

Mark  another  State  in  your  column  of  those  now  rated  raodified-certif ied 
brucellosis  free.    This  one  is  Utah.    \Je  told  you  about  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode 
Island  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  another  seems  likely  to  fall  into  that  colium  within 
another  month.    The  first  dozen  are  now  Utah^  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island., 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maine,  Minnesota,  Ifew  Hampshire,  Noirth  Carolina,  Vermont, 
Washington,  and  Wisconsin.    There  has  been  expectation  in  some  quarters  that  the 
range  States  might  lag  in  the  clean-up  of  this  contagion  among  cattle.  Actually, 
some  of  the  range  States  are  now  further  along  toward  the  final  goal  of 
brucellosis  eradication  than  many  of  the  other  States.    Brucellosis  (Bang's 
disease)  is  a  livestock  trouble  this  country  can  ill  afford.    The  vets  credit 
it  v/ith  cutting  milk  production  and  reducing  calf  crops  considerably.  They 
rate  it  one  of  the  costliest  diseases  in  the  U.S.    It  can  cause  undulant  fever 
among  humans >  too. 

States  Studying  '39  Conservation  Reserve  Goals 

USDA  is  asking  State  ASC  committees  to  stud^;-  the  proposed  State  acreage 
goals  and  average  State  per-acre  payment  rates  for  taking  part  in  the  Conserva- 
tion Reserve  of  the  Soil  Banlc  next  year.    The  new  rates  will  apply  to  land  put 
in  the  Conservation  Reserve  beginning  in  '59-    After  these  studies  with  the 
local  situation  in  mind,  some  adjustments  may  be  made  vrLthin  the  national 
average  of  $13.50  an  acre.    When  the  average  State  rates  are  determined.  State 
ASC  committees  will  determine  an  average  rate  for  each  county.    Then  County 
ASC  committees  \rLll  determine  a  maximum  regular  payment  rate  for  each  farm  when 
a  farmer  indicates  interest  in  talcing  part  in  the  program.    The  individual  fam 
top  rate  may  vary  above  or  below  the  county  average.    The  per-acre  rates  apply 
to  annual  payments  earned  each  year  the  CR  contract  is  in  effect.     In  addition, 
a  farmer  can  get  a  payment  covering  a  substantial  part  of  the  cost  of  establish- 
ing approved  conservation  practices  on  CR  land. 

Food  for  Tornado  and  Flood  Victims 

Acting  through  ±tc  marketing  service  offices  in  Kansas  and  Indiana,  the 
Department  yesterday  made  surplus  foods  and  credit  promptly  available  to 
victims  of  the  t^.rister  in  Kansas  and  the  flood  in  Indiana.     In  addition  to 
food  stocks  already  in  warehouses  in  both  States,  USDA  offered  to  ship  more 
in  from  nearby  States.     It  made  credit  available  to  buy  feed,  seed,  fertilizer, 
and  fencing,  and  for  financing  the  cost  of  other  farm  and  home  operating  ex- 
penses.   FIIA  officials  are  also  surveying  the  need  for  supplemental  credit 
services,    Whatever  loan  assistance  is  needed  will  be  authorized  and  if 
necessary  offices  will  be  set  up  and  staffed.     Department  food  distributors 
are  in  touch  irLth  State  and  Red  Cross  officials  and  will  call  for  any 
additional  supplies  which  may  be  needed. 

Distress  Loans  for  '^Q  Crop  Wheat 

Tfith  prospects  for  a  big  '5^  wheat  crop,  seme  States  in  the  Plains  have 
indicated  storage  may  be  short  during  harvest.    Producers  may  not  be  able  to 
put  their  v^heat  under  regular  loan.    So,  to  make  it  possible  for  them  to  get 
price  support  at  harvest  time  and  prevent  premature  marketings,  with  maybe  a 
bad  effect  on  market  prices,  the  Department  has  announced,  special  distress 
loans  on  '58  wheat  in  areas  where  wheat  can  be  stored  successfully  on  the 
ground  or  in  temporary  structures  for  short  periods.    In  general,  these  loans 
are  similar  to  those  on  the  '53,   '5^:-  and  '55  crops.    The  wheat  must  meet  all 
its  reguJLar  loan  eligibility  req.uirements,  except  storage. 


llighLevel  MTKFD  Meet 
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If  you're  a  member  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Hadio  Farm 
Directors,  you've  already  been  hearing  from  Chuck  Muller  of  KOA^  Denver,  The 
Mile  High  City,  ahout  details  he's  i^lanned  for  the  annual  siumner  meet  of  MTPiFD 
in  his  home  to\m  June  30,  July  1  and  2.    Besides  the  "big  3-day  program;,  Chuck 
plans  to  develop  a  "package"  tape  of  s\;immaries  of  the  tallcs  made  by  key 
participants.    To  get  this  service  free.  Chuck  says  to  bring  along  a  7-inch  reel 
of  your  o\m.  tape,  for  dubbing.  .  .Headquarters  hotel  is  the  Cosmopolitan  and 
events  actually  start  Sunday  evening,  June  29.    We  hope  to  see  you  there,  if  our 
tires  and  credit  card  hold  out. 

Far- casts  of  Important  Meets  IJeek  Jmie  l6-21 

"American  Dairy  Science  Aseociation' s  annual  meeting"  and  "American  Grassland 
Council '  at  Ealeigh,  N.C.,  reported  on  National  Farm  and  Lone  Hour,  over  I^IBC 
12  to  12:30  p.m.  Sat.  June  21,  plus  report  from  "Conference  on  RiJiral  Development 
Program"  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

"National  h-lL  Club  Conference"  mth  Ass't  Sec'y  Ervin  Peterson,  USDA,  and 
Josephine  Nelson,  Ass't  Ext  Ed.  U.  of  Minnesota,  local  leader;  and  k-ll  Club 
delegates,  on  American  Farmer  program,  over  ABNet,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  Sat. 
June  21. 

"National  h-ll  Club  Conference"  \rith  Ed.  Alton,  head  of  Ext.  ^-L"  Club  and  Youth 
Activities,  and  Ilollis  Seavey,  on  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  June  21. 

"National  k-i:  Club  Conference"  reported  in  pictures,  in  USDA-TV  Package  for 
mailing  June  20. 

"CBS  Farm  Nevs  vith  Claude  Mahoney''  -  9:30  to  9:k3  a.m.  Sat.  Jujie  21. 

"American  Farm  Report  vith  Richard  Ilarlmess"  -  Evenings,  Mon.  thru  Fri.  listed 
locally. 

Taped  Stories  Ready  for  Your  Tape 

66q6G    "Integration  in  Egg  I^^Iarketing"  -  Norris  Pritchard,  AMS,  esqolains  why.  2:08 

67Q6C    "Utah  Kicks  Out  Brucellosis"  -  Dr.  R.  K.  Ander son, ARS, sums  up  status.  1:02 

68q6G    "Record  Uheat  Crop  Ahead"  -  Chairaan  Bert  Newell  of  Crop  Board  chats 

\rith.  Jack  Towers,  Rc.TV,  about  June  crop  prospects.  3:00 

The  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour's  Jerry  Seaman  descended  on  the  nation's 
agricultural  capital  yesterday  to  ride  herd  on  tomorrow's  live  pickup  from  the 
Nat'l  k-'il  Conference  and  discuss  plans  for  new  NFtJii  worlds  to  conquer.  Jerry's 
daughter  and  new  son-in-lavr  have  just  graduated  surnma  cum  laude. 


Sincerely, 

Lasnae  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  c:  Television  Service 

P.S.    Bill  Drips,  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  Ore.,  who  reports  fishing  good  on  slopes  of 
Kt.  Hood,  incidentally  mentions  that  he  now  video-tapes  his  Sat.  TV  farm 
show  every  week.    By  doing  this  during  the  normal  work  vreek  ,  he  has  less 
trouble  getting  agri.  agts.  and  other  talent  who  are  reluctant  to  break  up 
their  Sat.  for  the  trip  to  the  studio.    He  says  the  quality  of  tape 
reproduction  is  good. 

lb. 
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Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


R  a  oto^r m  D  i  re  c to  rs 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  20,  I958 
Letter  No.  826 


Tonight  the  if-H  Club  delegates  and  leaders  wind  up  their  big  week's 
Conference  here.    They've  had  quite  a  briefing  on  vhat's  ahead  for  yoimg  foUvS 
in  general,  and  young  farm  folks  in  particular.    Also,  seme  of  our  follis  are 
back  from  that  RDP  conference  at  Memphis  earlier  this  week.    They,  also,  are 
impressed  with  what  they  heard  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

Communication  Vital  to  Rural  Development 

In  opening  the  Memphis  meeting.  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  reviewed  the 
objectives  and  progress  of  the  program.    He  reported  it  now  going  forward  in 
30  States,  where  there  are  70  "pilot"  or  demonstration  coiinties  and  areas 
started  in  the  past  three  years.    He  pointed  out  they  had  a  fovmdation  to  build 
on  in  pioneering  commxmity  and  area  development  programs.  .   .  .3ditor  Frank 
Ahlgren  of  "Commercial  Appeal"  told  about  their  highly  successful  pioneering 
'Plant  to  Prosper  Contest"  and  what  they'd  learned  from  it.    He  emphasized 
that  every  means  of  communication,  newspapers,  television  and  radio,  have  a 
place  in  the  Rural  Development  Program.    The  whole  program  is  based  upon  the 
line  of  communications  between  the  top  level  and  those  talcing  part.  First, 
participants  must  be  informed  of  what  the  program  is,  then  they  must  be 
encouraged  to  take  part,  and,  once  they  are  participating  they  must  be  given 
recognition.     "Recognition,"  Editor  Ahlgren  said,  "is  the  great  incentive. 
Press,  radio,  and  television  can  dramatize  it  for  the  encoviragement  of  all." 
Building  of  morale  is  the  first  essential.    The  sense  of  belonging  to  the 
ccmnuiiity  and  being  part  of  the  program  must  be  established  before  other  aspects 
of  the  plan  can  be  made  effective. 

Living  on  Farms  of  Tomorrow 

USDA  chief  research  economist  Sherman  Johnson  discussed  the  technology 
situation  irLth  National  U-H  Club  leaders  here,  and  pointed  out  some  of  the  trends 
likely  to  affect  farm  young  people.    Changes  he  expects  to  continue  include: 
More  residential  and  part-time  farms  and  fiirther  urbanization  of  the  countryside; 
more  nonfarm  people  'trill  be  living  in  the  open  country,  and  more  farm  people 
■vrill  be  partly  dependent  on  nonfarm  employment.    He  predicted  further  reduction 
in  the  nmiber  of  commercial  farms,  fewer  and  larger  family- ope rated  farms,  some 
increase  in  large-scale  farms  and  in  integrated  farm  operations,  fevrer  farm 
workers,  but  more  capital  per  worker,  with  more  managem.ent  ability  and  technical 
skill  of  a  high  order  needed  for  successful  farming.    Training  in  the  why  of 
doing  things,  and  in  ability  to  adapt  to  changed  conditions  should  be  cabined 
with  training  in  specific  skills. 


^-H  Pattern  Spreading  Abroad 
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Eric  Johnston,  chairman  of  the  Conrmittee  for  International  Economic  Gro^-rbhj 
told  the  h-E  Conference  that  over  a  million  and  a  half  hoys  and  girls  abroad  are 
now  enrolled  in  youth  groups  patterned  after  our  own  ^i-H  clubs.    He  declared  the 
guidance  given  to  the  young  people  in  all  countries  where  our  extension  people 
are  working  overseas  is  one  of  their  outstanding  contributions.    He  said,  more 
than  800  U.S.  ag.  technicians  are  working  today,  under  the  technical  assistance 
phase  of  Mutual  Sec\irity,  with  farm  families  and  governments  of  different 
countries.    He  claimed  he  knew  of  no  other  activity  tlirough  which  so  few  people 
and  so  few  dollars  are  doing  so  much  for  so  many. 

Significant  Development  in  Milk 

For  the  past  five  years  production  of  milk  has  risen  to  a  new  high  each 
year.    In  each  of  those  years  the  number  of  milk  cows  has  gone  d.o\m.    But  the 
rate  of  production  per  cow  has  gone  up  fast  enough  to  more  than  offset  the 
effect  of  fewer  cows.    Our  AMS  economists  say,  however,  the  most  significant 
development  influencing  milk  production  in  the  past  year  or  so  is  probably  the 
sharp  advance  in  farmers'  prices  for  neat  animals  compared,  ^rith  milk  prices  in 
the  last  8  to  10  months.    They  note  that  milk  production  showed  little  increase 
the  first  five  months  of  this  year.    They  say  fewer  milli  cows  is  an  important 
reason  for  declines  in  milk  production  in  a  number  of  States  in  the  I-Iidwest. 
Many  farmers  are  adjusting  to  the  changed  price  relationships  and  changed  farm 
practices  by  shifting  out  of  dairying  entirely,  rather  than  by  merely  cutting 
down  the  number  of  cows  they  milk.    They  say  the  tendency  is  for  farms  staying 
in  milk  production  to  become  larger.    But  in  the  main  corn  and  meat  animal 
producing  States,  the  number  of  farmers  continuing  in  dairying  and  enlarging 
their  operation  is  not  enough  to  offset  the  drop  caused  by  those  who'll  stop 
dairying.    The  specialists  figure  increase  in  production  per  cow  in  recent  years 
has  come  from  heavier  feeding  of  concentrates,  better  roughages,  and  selecting 
animals  x-Tith  better  producing  ability. 

Farmers  Plan  Big  Fall  Pig  Crop 

This  noon  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  released  its  June  pig  report  indicating 
combined  spring  and  fall  pig  crops  this  year  amoimting  to  9^^,2^1-5,000  head.  That 
would  be  7  percent  more  than  last  year,  5  percent  above  average,  and  only  a 
little  lower  than  the  big  crop  of  '55-    The  Board  estimates  the  '58  spring  pig 
crop  at  52, 7^1-5 > 000  or  about  2  percent  more  than  last  year.    Farmers  reports  show 
they  intend  to  have  5/87^,000  sows  to  farrow.     If  they  carry  out  those  intentions 
and  save  as  many  pigs  per  litter  as  usual;  they  would  have  a  '58  fall  crop  of 
kl-^  million  head  -  the  largest  fall  crop  since  the  record-brealcing  crop  of  'U3. 

Agricultural  Engineers  Meeting  Next  IJeek 

A  number  of  our  engineering  researchers  are  taking  in  the  51st  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers  in  Santa  Barbara, 
Calif.,  June  22-25.    They'll  have  a  n\:a.iber  of  things  to  report  which  may  interest 
you    such  as,  hog  house  ventilation,  automatic  hog  production  facilities,  what 
heat  aiid  moisture  have  to  do  mth  poultry  production,  instruments  for  measuring 
the  response  of  insects  to  light,  effects  of  cropping  and  tillage  on  runoff 
and  erosion,  erosion  losses  from  surface  irrigation,  shade  materials  for 
livestock  housing,  soil-compaction  effects  of  farm  tractors,  ajid  deep  tile-laying 
on  irrigated  lands.     Keep  an  eye  out  for  releases  on  some  of  these  subjects. 
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Tovm- Country  Partner shii)  for  Progress 

Morris  McGough,  Exec.  V.P.  of  the  Asheville,  N.C.  Ag.  Development  Coimcil, 
told  the  Rural  Developers  at  Memphis  that  nine  years  ago  one  "partnership  for 
progress''  "between  to^vn  and  country  vas  just  "beginning  to  come  to  life  in  North 
Carolina.    Nov  there  are  five  strong  area  development  programs  in  the  state, 
with  others  in  the  formative  stage.    Then  organized  communities  in  the  South 
numbered  in  the  hundreds.    Now  they  number  in  the  thousands.    He  credited  the 
Southeastern  Community  Development  Ass'n  as  having  stimulated  the  growth. 
He  said  they  have  seen  enough  to  convince  them  that  rxiral  people  and  to^raspeople 
and  government  can  join  forces  to  build  better  communities,  better  comties,  and 
better  areas. 

Transport,  Power  and  Phones  Improvin^y 

One  discussion  group  at  the  Memphis  meeting  devoted  itself  to  reviewing 
rural  developments  under  way  in  transportation,  electric  power,  and  rural  tele- 
phone service.    They  found  an  abundant  supply  of  power  for  urban  and  rural  use 
across  the  country.     In  the  past  2f)  years  the  percent  of  farms  electrified  has 
grown  from  10  percent  to  more  than  95  percent.    They  noted  that  quick,  dependable 
dial  phone  service  is  fast  replacing  manual  operation.    They  saw  several 
possibilities  for  cutting  phone  costs  in  rural  areas.    One  of  the  promising  nevr 
techniques  v/hich  may  help  extend  service  to  rural  subscribers  not  yet  connected 
is  the  use  of  buried  cable  which  \n.YL  eliminate  poles  and  crossarms. 

Another  Fopvilation  Boom  Ahead 

j\nother  discussion  group  at  the  RDP  meeting  concerned  itself  with  the  need 
for  more  education  beyond  the  high  school.    This  group  brought  out  that  today  we 
are  adding  population  at  a  rate  eq.uivalent  to  adding  three  cities  the  size  of 
Cleveland^  Baltimore  and  San  Francisco  to  the  United  States  each  year.  Even 
though  the  birth  rate  has  ceased  to  rise,  the  increasing  number  of  young  people 
of  marriageable  age  in  the  mid-19oO's  means  a  population  boom  ahead.    The  employ- 
ment trends  indicate  that  for  every  100  professional  and  technical  workers  in 
'55  by  '65  we  \nLll  need  137»    For  every  h\mdred  managers,  proprietors  and 
officials  V7e  will  need  122,  etc.    But  for  every  100  imskilled  laborers  we'll 
need  only  96.    And  for  every  100  farmers  only  85.    Output  per  manhour  has  in»- 
creased  faster  in  agriculture  than  in  almost  any  other  part  of  our  economy.  Today 
our  farms  are  producing  more  food  and  fibers  than  ever  before  \ri.th  about  the 
same  nmber  of  people  on  farms  as  in  l370.     In  a  few  weeks,  the  Rin'al  Development 
Program  committee  plans  to  issue  a  summary  of  the  discussions  at  the  meeting. 

Good  Progress  in  Halting  Grasshoppers 

The  Department  reported  today  that  the  grasshopper  control  effort  is  making 
good  progress.    Treatment  of  rangelands,  roadsides,  and  idle  and  waste  land  is 
gaining    fast  momentum.    Farmers,  in  many  areas,  independently  or  with  State  and 
county  help,  are  pushing  ahead  with  needed  treatment  of  fence  rows  and  field 
m.argins  to  protect  their  crops,    "^^ery  slight  if  any  wheat  crop  damage  is  expected 
in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas.  .   .   .Judy  Russell,  KNOT,  Madera,  Calif,  was  named 
last  night  as  the  new  "Miss  Young  America  in  U-H".     Judy  substituted  for  her  Co. 
Agt.      years  ago,  and  has  been  running  a  regular  15-min.  "Farm  and  Home  15" 
program  on  every  week  since  then.    She's  just  I8  now  and  has  \ion  State  ij-H 

honors  in  community  relations  and  received  a  ^-year  college  scholarship.  Notr 
a  sophmore  at  Fresno  State  College,  and  lives  on  a  1500-acre  irrigated  farm  \7ith 
her  parents. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Franlc  Atvood,  ViTIC,  Hartford;,  has  been  cited  by  the  Connecticut  River 
Watershed  Council  for  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  pollution  and  erosion  control 
and  wild  life  preservation,  .  .  .A  handsome  photo  of  Geo.  C.  Biggar^  \TLEK., 
DeKalb,  111.,  has  been  around  our  office  awarding  a  handsome  trophy  to  a  farm 
boy  for  several  weeks  now,  but  maybe  we  hung  him  without  letting  him  know. 
Thanks,  George,  for  a  real  addition.  .  .  .Jerry  Carlson,  Iowa  State,  joined  us 
this  week  as  a  USDA  s\jmmer  trainee.    Before  that  he  was  local  ne\Ts  editor  on 
KASI,  Ames.    Last  year,  he  worked  at  Silliman  U. -sponsored  DYSR,  at  Dumaguete 
City  in  the  Philippines,  a  short-"^ra.ve  station.    Jerry  spent  the  year  at  President 
Garcia 's  alma  mater  as  one  of  a  group  of  six  Americans  studying  the  Filipinos 
at  the  grass  roots.    He  went  out  via  Japan  and  rambled  back  through  Asia  and 
Europe . 

Far>Reaching  Farm  Programs  Week  June  23-28 

"American  Soc.  of  Ag.  Engineers"  -  annual  meeting  highlights  on  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hoiir,  12  to  12:20  EDT,  Sat.  June  28,  on  mc. 

"Shade  for  Bees" ;  "Honor  Awards  to  Distinguished  Researchers" ;  "Instant 
Canned~Rice";  "Soybean  Oil  Tasting  for  Improvement";  and  "Screw-worm  Control  in 
Florida  ;    these  topics  make  up  Beltsville  Wewsreel  7/-I5  t/ith  shots  from  Fla. , 
Peoria,  and  Beltsville  Labs.    6  min.  of  film.    Also  still  pix  USDA-TV  Package 
for  release  June  2^  and  25. 

"Fertilizer  Efficiency"  -  discussed  with  Bob  Miller,  IJLW,  Cincinnati,  by 
industry  leaders  at  the  National  Fertilizer  Institute,  at  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
W.  Va. ,  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations  weekend  of  June  28. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS  -  9:30-9:^1-5  a.m.  EDT,  Sat.  June  28 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  iTlth  Richard  Harkness,  on  NBC  evenings,  listed 
locally. 

"Processing  New  Farm  Crops"  reported  by  Dr.  Alan  Shephard,  of  USDA's 
Western  Utilization  Laboratory;  and  the  "Dairy  Outlook"  viewed  by  Herb  ICriesel, 
AMS;  on  ABNetwork  American  Farmer  program.  Sat.  June  28,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EXT. 

Recorded  for  Yovoc  Tape 

69Q68      "A  Look  at  the  Dairy  Business"  -  Jack  Towers  RC£rV  chats  with  Herb  Kriesel, 
who  heads  dairy  outlook  work  for  AMS,    They  discuss  milk  production 
trends,  and  effect  of  meat  prices  on  dairying.  TIME:  k:06 

Phil  Alampi's  N.J.  Market  News 

Alvah  Severson,  chief  of  the  N.J.  Bu.  of  Market  Reporting,  tells  us  they 
have  Just  started  a  New  Jersey  Price  and  Market  Service  covering  the  State's 
fruit  and  vegetable  offerings.    This  information  is  fed  into  the  USDA.  market  news 
wire  service  at  Philadelphia  and  RFDs  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  scane  of  the 
local  stations  in  New  Jersey  are  carrying  it  in  their  programs.    They  hope  to 
follow  this  \rith  the  same  type  of  report  on  N.J.  State  Seal  of  Quality  candled 
and  cartoned  Grade  A  eggs.    Ex- farm  broadcaster  Phil  Alampi  presides  over  these 
services  as  Secretary  of  the  N.  J.  Department  of  Agricultiire. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  L  Television 


Service 
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Raaio~FdTrfT~f)ite  cto  rs 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster; 


June  27,  I95S 
Letter  Wo.  82? 


Our  Chief  Layne  Bcaty  is  no\r  dovn  in  Dallas.    By  the  time  you  get  this, 
he'll  probably  be  heading  for  the  NATRFD  tribal  council  at  Denver.     From  that 
"Center  of  the  West"  he  can  look  in  both  directions,  and  let  us  all  know  uhat  th«5 
signals  are  saying,  and  what  the  assembled  braves  think  of  them. 

Enf^ineer-Eye  View  on  Farm  Problems 

In  the  meantime  J,  you  are  probably  mulling  over  some  of  the  revelations 
made  at  the  51st  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers 
held  at  the  University  of  California,  the  first  half  of  this  week.    Maybe  you 
noticed  the  report  of  the  committee  headed  by  our  farm  structures  researcher, 
Wallace  Ashby.    That  committee  summarized  replies  from  ag.  engineers  all  over  the 
country  on  farm  building  trends.    They  indicated  that  since  it  is  impractical 
to  replace  all  obsolete  buildings  in  the  near  future,  special  attention  is  needed 
to  adapting  existing  buildings  for  the  transition  from  diversified  operations  to 
larger,  more  specialized  farming.    Many  livestock  buildings  do  not  meet  new  needs 
which  lean  toward  more  confinement  and  dry lot  feeding.    Changes  in  feed-crop  hand- 
ling methods  were  also  indicated  as  a  well-marked  trend  that  affects  building 
design.    Many  replies  stressed  the  need  for  better  communication  between  research 
workers  in  government  and  industry,  and  farmer^',  builders,  and  dealers  -  maybe 

that's  where  TV  comes  in  Another  one  of  our  research  engineers, 

V-  S.  Aronovici  suggested  taking  a  tip  from  the  Dutch,  by  reclaiming  submerged 
lands  near  big  cities  to  help  overcome  shortages  of  cropland.    He  pointed  out 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  submerged  lands  bordering  the  coastline  from 
New  Jersey  to  Texas,  and  tidal  flats  and  shallows  such  as  those  around  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  USDA  and  Illinois  Exp.  Sta.  scientists  described  completely 

automatic  housing  and  feeding  facilities  for  hog  raising.    The  facilities 
developed  at  Urbana  autoniiatically  supply  feed  in  given  quantities  at  ' 
specified  times.    Housing  and  feeding  accomodations  are  restricted  to  force  hogs 
neither  eating  or  resting  into  an  exercise  area,  which  is  cleaned  automatically 
by  motor-driven  devices  set  to  operate  one  or  several  times  a  day. 

New  Plans  for  Feed  Grain  Exports : 

This  morning  the  Department  announced  payment- in-kind  export  programs  to 
encourage  exports  of  barley^  grain  sorghums,  oats,  and  rye  from  commercial  rather 
than  CCC  stocks.    These  programs  will  begin  July  1  and  will  be  the  same  as  the 
revised  corn  export  program  which  began  May  12.    Exporters  of  all  five  of  these 
feed  grains  get  an  export  payment  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  redeemable  in  grains 
for  government -he Id  CCC  stocks.    With  more  of  these  grains  moving  from  commercial 
stocks  for  export,  CCC  should  acquire  smaller  quantities  under  the  price  support 
program. 
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Cigarette  Changes  Affect  Tobacco  Use 

Reporting  the  tobacco  situation  this  afternoon^  our  marketing  specialists 
figure  that  cigarette  output  in  the  year  ending  next  Monday  will  reach  a  new  high 
-  nearly  three  percent  more  than  last  year.    They  say  too  that  it  looks  like  use 
of  the  chief  cigarette  tobaccos  -  flue-cured  and  hurley  -  will  have  increased 
for  the  first  time  in  several  years ^  but  not  as  much  as  cigarettes.    The  reason 
for  the  difference  vb.b  probably  more  filter  tip  cigarettes,  many  of  which  take 
less  tobacco  per  cigarette  than  those  without  filters.    Another  change  which  may 
have  affected  tobacco  use  is  more  use  of  processed  tobacco  sheet  and  stems.  That 
also  malces  it  possible  to  get  more  cigarettes  than  formerly  from  a  given  quantity 
of  leaf  tobacco. 

Shifts  in  Agricultural  Marketing 

Most  baby  chicks  used  to  move  from  the  hatchery  to  the  farm  by  parcel  post. 
Now  they  are  going  by  motortruck.    Hatcherymen  have  found  they  can  transport 
chicks  by  trucks  successfully  in  all  sorts  of  weather.    It  does  talce  extra  venti- 
lator fans,  heaters,  load  spaces  and  the  like.    And,  in  spite  of  the  extra 
equipment  there  are  still  losses  from  mishandling.    So  our  marketing  specialists 
have  been  studying  the  subject.     In  an  article  in  the  "Agricultural  Marketing" 

due  out  July  1,  they  tell  about  their  findings  Other  poultry  market 

researchers  report  the  poultry  industry  is  overlooking  a  big  slice  of  its 
potential  market  for  frozen  broilers,  fryers,  fresh  and  frozen  stewing  and  other 
chickens.    They  find  little  more  than  half  the  retail  stores  made  chickens  readil3'- 
available  to  customers  In  a  review  of  the  advances  of  the  frozen  food  indust- 
ry, the  specialists  report  the  frozen  food  industry  has  become  a  mass  marketing 
operation.     It  calls  for  a  constant  supply  of  products  of  uniform  quality.  Mfeiss 
merchandizing  has  brought  about  more  contract  growing  and  increased  integration 
of  production  and  handling  operations.    Large-scale  marketing  has  led  to  the 
growth  of  bigger  production  units  and  more  specialization  on  the  part  of  growers. 
Big  retail  units  are  now  doing  more  of  their  buying  direct  from  the  processor 
on  a  short-term  basis.    This  is  causing  a  shift  of  long-term  storage  from  termi- 
nal markets  to  the  processing  areas .    The  experts  conclude  that  as  the  frozen 
food  industry  becomes  bigger  and  costlier,  efficiency  in  operation  will  be  at 
a  premium. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Ex-MTRFD  Pre^qy  Phil  Alampi,  now  New  Jersey  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  has 
acquired  another  presidency.    Ac  a  recent  meeting  in  Atlantic  City,  Phil  was 
elected  president  of  the  Northeastern  Association  of  State  Departments  of  .Agri- 
culture.   The  Association  is  made  up  of  the  commissioners  or  secretaries  of 

11  northeastern  states  Anne  O'Toole,  who  has  been  working  with  Ext.  P&TV 

Ed.  Elton  Tait  and  Bill  Fallwell,  as  a  home- economist  in  TV  at  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  graduated  this  month  and  joined  our  staff  in  USDA  R&TV,  day 
before  yesterday.    She  succeeds  Janet  Christensen  who  goes  to  a  new  job  in 
Boston  after  a  vacation  tour  from  coast-to-coast. 

New  Jersey  Declared  M-C  Brucellosis  Free 

New  Jersey  was  today  declared  modified-certified  brucellosis  free.  It 
is  the  fourth  State  to  reach  that  status  this  year,  and  the  thirteenth  so  far. 
While  certification  is  rated  an  importajit  milestone,  USDA  veterinarians  say 
continued  State-Federal  cooperation  will  be  needed  to  protect  the  gains  already 
made. and  further  advance  the  national  program,  which  has  been  underway  since 
193'!-. 
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Brospect  for  Big  Peach  Production 

This  year's  peach  crop  seems  likely  to  run  considerably  larger  than  the 
near-average  crop  of  last  year.    In  their  Fruit  Situation  Report,  the  Department's 
marketing  specialists  find  production  up  in  all  principal  peach  growing  regions. 
In  each  of  the  9  southern  peach  States  production  is  larger  -  with  increases 
especially  large  in  Georgia  and  Arkansas.    Peaches  from  these  9  southern  States 
plus  freestone  peaches ~from  California  provide  most  of  the  fresh  market  supplies 

during  June,  July  and  into  August  "Agricultural  Marketing"  will  point  out 

Tuesday  hm  prepackaging  in  cell  cartons  makes  it  possible  to  move  flavorful, 
tree-ripened  peaches  from  the  orchard  to  consiamer  with  a  minimum  of  bruising  and 
spoilage.    Prepacking  costs  twice  as  much  as  biilk  packing,  but  premium  prices  for 
better- quality  fruit  -  prepackaged  and  shipped  in  master  containers  -  more  than 
cover  the  extra  cost. 

Fighters  Gaining  Jump  on  Grasshoppers 

The  all-out  attack  on  grasshoppers  in  Col.,  Kans.,  N.  M.,  Okla.,  and  Texas 
is  well  under  way.     So  far,  crop  damage  throughout  the  5-States  is  not  signifi- 
cant-   Our  entomologists  reported  yesterday  that  more  ground  spray  equipment 
has  gone  into  action.    Contracts  for  more  spraying  by  aircraft  in  Colo.,  Okla., 
and  Texas  are  in  operation.    Twenty-two  aircraft  are  operating  this  week  in  the 
co-op  range  program  in  Texas.    Nine  aircraft  are  being  used  for  similar  work  in 
Okla.    Airplane  treatment  of  1,00  miles  of  railroad  right-of-way  was  completed 
Tuesday  in  Kansas.    Tv^enty  USDA  ground  machines  are  operating  this  week  in  Colo:- 

rado  Light  infestations  of  Japanese  beetles  in  many  parts  of  the 

eastern  U.  S.  have  enabled  USDA  pest  control  officials  to  operate  this  year  under 
modified  quarantine  regulations;  only  when  and  where  local  inspectors  find  beetle 
activity  threatening.     Local  inspectors  will  give  carriers  and  shippers  as  much 
advance  notice  as  possible  whenever  regulatory  action  is  warranted.  This 
streamlining  of  quarantine  enforcement  apply  only  to  preventing  adult  beetle 
spread.    The  year-round  regulation  of  movement  of  soil  and  plants  which  might 
carry  grubs  and  eggs  of  Jap  beetles  continues  unchanged. 

Samples  of  Progress  in  Seed 

Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  this  week  gave  the  American  Seed 
Trade  Association  what  he  called  "small  samples  of  the  progress  in  the  seed 
business"  now  under  way.    Speaking  at  the  Association's  75th  Anniversary  Banquet, 
in  St.  Louis,  he  pointed  out  that  the  trade  and  farmers  they  serve  \/ill  benefit 
from  the  National  Seed  Storage  Laboratory  to  begin  operation  on  the  campus  of 
Colorado  State  University  at  Fort  Collins  about  August  1.    It  will  become  a 
repository  for  valuable  breeding  stock  including  the  storage  of  many  wild  rela- 
tives and  primitive  vsirieties  of  our  important  farm  crops.     It  will  house  all 
introduced  seed  species  remaining  from  60  years  of  U.  S.  Plant  exploration. 
Mr.  Morse  also  reported  the  international  testing  program  carried  on  by  USDA 

j  cereal  breeding  continues  to  expand,    l/heats  from  our  ITorld  Collection  are  being 

tested  in  all  continents,  in  51  nurseries  in  23  countries  Beginning  this 

past  year,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  forage  and  range  research  in  the 

,  Federal-State  network,  we  have  a  group  of  scientists  giving  full  attention  to 
various  aspects  of  seed  production  of  grasses  and  legumes.    Another  goal  is  to 
develop  varieties  that  shatter  less,  have  large  seed,  and  at  the  same  time 
produce  big  yields.    He  indicated  much  more  can  be  done  to  improve  harvesting, 
cleaning,  and  handling  forage  seed,  and  noted  a  suction-type  attachment  has  made 
it  possible  to  recover  much  more  of  the  seed  of  crimson  clover  formerly  lost  in 
combining. 
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Mahoney  Anchors  "Mevs  of  Anerica" 

Claude  Mahoney^  of  "CBS  Farm  News"  fame,  has  also  become  anchor-mn  on  CBS's 
long-established  "News  of  America"  program  which  goes  out  of  Washington,  at  9:00 
A.M.  six  days  a  week.    Claude  will  continue  his  weekly  farm  spot  as  per  usual,  as 
well  as  his  new  daily  general-news  assignment. 

Farm  Features  Far-cast  Week  of  June  30- July  3 

"Controlling  Rats"  with  Ted  Richards,  Penn.  State  U.;  and  "Western  Frontiers 
of  Research  reviewed  by  roving  reporter  Howard  Haas,  ARS;  on  American  Farmer 
program  over  ABNetwork,  Sat.  12:30  to  1:00  P.M.  July  5. 

"Winners  in  Pa.  Hay  Show"  interviewed  by  Ted  Richards,  Penn.  State  U.  ext. 
ed.;  "Salute  to  Maine  Broiler  Festival";  and  "Research  in  New  Automatic  Cow 
Metabolism  Laboratory"  by  USDA  at  Beltsville,    On  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
program  over  NBC  Sat.  12:00  to  12:30  P.M.  July  5. 

"Report  on  Rural  Development  Program"  by  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  with 
Hollis  Seavey  on  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  July  5. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS  -  9:30-9:^+5  A.M.  EDT.,  Sat.  July 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Harkness,  on  NBC  evenings,  listed 
locally. 

"Marketing  Research;  (l)  Handling  Food  in  Super-Markets,  (2)  Use  of  Animal 
Fats  in  detergents  and  plasticizers,  shown  on  5-n'inute  film,  which  forms  next 
week's  USDA- TV  Package. 

Package- Users  Favorite  Subjects 

In  the    survey  Jules  Renaud  made  to  find  what  subjects  you  TV  package  users 
preferred,  he  found  that,  like  Ben  Adhem's  name,  livestock,  insects,  and  soil 
conservation  led  all  the  rest.    Next  in  line  were:    farm  production,  research 
results,  disease  control,  poultry,  and  ag.  marketing.    Trailing  third  came:  crop 
research.  Soil  Bank,  and  forestry.    Definitely  fourth  choice  were:      oreign  trade, 
farm  credit,  co-ops,  and  miral  electrification.    Of  course,  the  customer  is  always 
right.    But  maybe  this  is  also  a  challenge  for  us  to  do  better  by  some  of  the 
important  phases  of  some  of  the  lesser  favored  subjects.  .  .  .    Jules  asked  us  to 
remind  those  of  you  who  want  to  get  our  TV  packages  after  July  1  to  send  in  your 
quarterly  request  sheet  promptly. 

Ready  to  Record  on  Your  Tape 

7OQ68    "Great  Opportunities  in  Agriculture"  as  pointed  out  by  Assistant  Secretary 
Ervin  Peterson  to  a  few  h-E  Youngsters.  TIME  1:55 

7IQ68    "Does  Your  Corn  Need  Nitrogen?"  -  John  Paulling,  FES,  suggests  what  to  do 
about  it.  TIME  2:00 

72Q68    "Hog  Numbers  on  the  Way  U^"  -  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS,  analyzes  what  the 

present  outlook  means  to  farmers,  in  chat  with  Jack  Towers.      TIME  3:^5 

Our  T.  (for  Ted  or  TV)  Hutchcroft,  just  back  from  his  vacation  in  his  old  home  in 
Iowa,  reports  he  tuned  in  along  the  way  on  several  of  the  old  timers  and  found 
them  still  going  strong.    Near  Louisville,  he  picked  up  Barney  Arnold,  WHAS-TV  and 
Jack  Crowner,  WAVE- TV;  near  Rapid  City,  he  saw  those  fast-workers  Bob  Nance  and 
Bill  Alford,  WMT-TV;  at  Des  Moines,  WHO  would  it  be  but  Herb  Plambeck,  Keith 
Kirkpatrick,  Lee  KLine,  and  Chet  Randolph?    At  Chicago,  of  course,  it  was  Everett 
Mitchell,  WNBQ-TV,  and  George  Menard,  WBBM-TV. 

Sincerely, 

C,  A.  Herndon, 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


